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Child maltreatment is a persistent and pervasive problem throughout California. Although it is a hidden social ill, its
impact is signiﬁcant. Child maltreatment impacts not just the child, but the family, the community, and society at large.
The impact of maltreatment not only morally degrades our society, it signiﬁcantly hurts our economy. In fact, the
physical, mental, and emotional effects of maltreatment persist long after child maltreatment occurs, and result in
ongoing costs to every sector of California.
Child maltreatment is a core underlying factor in many of California’s ongoing struggles, such as high rates of school
dropout, homelessness, incarceration, and chronic health issues. This report shines a light on this largely ignored issue
and the negative impact it has on all of us.

The Financial Impact of Child Abuse: $23.9 Billion
This is the cumulative ﬁnancial impact to California for the 59,897 substantiated survivors of maltreatment and
74 maltreatment fatalities in 2020. Though these costs are accrued over the course of the victim's life, the community
will continue to occur the same cost each year until we are able to reduce and ultimately end child abuse.

CHILD WELFARE - $4,703,525,812
Victims may require intervention services, foster care, and
counseling services.

EDUCATION - $971,832,565
Maltreated children are 77 percent more likely to require special
education.

CRIMINAL JUSTICE - $496,094,481
Maltreated children are 59 percent more likely to be arrested as
juveniles, and 28 percent more likely to have an adult criminal record.

HEALTHCARE - $5,471,931,327
Victims may require hospital care, mental health services, and other
medical services during childhood, and have a higher incidence of
physical and mental health issues throughout adulthood.

LIFETIME PRODUCTIVITY - $12,086,589,586
Victims are more likely to be unemployed and rely on public
assistance which leads to diminished earning potential.

FATALITIES - $128,203,482
Accounts for the victims' lost wages and healthcare costs.

* References available upon request.

Read the full report: http://economics.safeandsound.org
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California’s Community Protective Factors
Strong families and communities whose conditions
nurture strong families protect children. Every community has Protective Factors, or characteristics that are
linked to lower rates of child maltreatment. Ongoing
research from the Center for the Study of Social Policy
suggests that the following Community Conditions
nurture strong families:
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California’s Community Risk Factors
A variety of factors place children and their families
at greater risk for maltreatment. Below are Risk
Factors that are endemic to California communities,
as well as communities across the country. Many of
these risk factors have been intensiﬁed by the
COVID-19 pandemic.
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